THE REUNION                                                                            

Storyline synopsis:
Act One 

It’s the long hot summer of 1976 and the pupils in class 5D at Grangebourne Secondary Modern are arriving for their last week in school before leaving to follow  their dreams into the adult world of work and reality. Debbie hopes to study medicine after graduating at Cambridge; Susan dreams of being an actress; Harry, a professional footballer and Tom, is, well, just Tom a cheeky, kind and gentle young man whose dream of being an explorer is really just that. Tom admires his elder brother John, who has just been accepted into the Marines, and is the pride and joy of both Grangebourne School and the Green family; on the night of the school leavers disco Tom discovers, that his brother’s careless behaviour whilst out celebrating, may seriously jeopardise his future. Without giving thought to the repercussions, Tom takes both the blame and consequences for John’s fatal mistake and a decision which has a devastating and life changing consequence for himself and his ‘hoping to be’ girlfriend Debbie. 
Act Two

The beginning of the long dark cold winter of 1999, 23 years after our cast have left school to reap the rewards or otherwise of their youth. The ex-pupils are brought together at the funeral of their favourite and much loved form teacher which ignites nostalgia from the past and a desire to know where there friends have gone and what life has brought them. Harry and Susan decide to organise a school reunion and set about bringing the class of 76 back together for an evening at the school to catch up. For some, life did indeed follow the path set down in their formative years, for others, their aspirations to achieve were successful but, are they happy? And Tom and Debbie…what were the consequences for them both following the events of that fateful night in 1976? Did they get to dance and build a life together as was always expected by their peers.
THE CAST – CHARACTER SYNOPSIS:  Where an acting age is given, this is for guidance but  characters need to age 20 years to comply with the timeline in the script.
The Class of ’76:
DEBBIE JAMES
A quiet studious young girl. Debbie hopes to be accepted at University and conform to her parents middle class aspirations. She lacks the personal confidence shown by other girls in her class and although she likes Tom very much, she is unsure of her fathers acceptance of him as a boyfriend. Debbie achieves her dreams in adulthood but struggles to feel accepted and comfortable in that environment, controlled by her husband as she was by her father. 
Debbie appears in 13 scenes, has 10 solo singing parts and 4 chorus vocals. Needs confident acting and singing with the ability to harmonise. Age 16 & 39
TOM GREEN
A cheeky likeable ‘heart of gold’ young man from a good working class family. But Tom acts without thinking because he wants to be everyone’s friend and more importantly he wants to help. In love with Debbie, Tom finally gets his date, but life takes a different path for him and he ends up a lonely man; finally realising that only he can change his life and be with the girl he has always loved.  Tom appears in 10 scenes has 7 solo singing parts and 5 chorus. A strong actor with comedic timing, and versatile singing ability. Age 16 & 39.
HARRY MACHIN
Harry is a sporty working class lad who aspires to be a professional footballer. He is Tom’s best mate. In later years Harry shows his work ethic in a different way working for his father but using his footy skills to train young people. Harry is determined to get fit and show his ex-classmates that he is not the failure he feels himself to be – Susan certainly notices him! Harry appears in 10 scenes has 7 solo singing parts and 5 chorus. A strong actor and singer. Age 16 & 39.
SUSAN PYE
From a working class background, Susan is brash, brassy and ‘in yer face’ she has been there, seen it, but probably not quite ‘got the tee shirt!’  Determined to be successful in the world she lacks the realisation at 16 that she has failed to give it the right amount of effort. Underneath the façade is less confidence but in later life she’s turned out alright, albeit too late to amend the errors of her past ways but, maybe meeting up with Harry is the saving of her future. Who knows?  Susan appears in 10 scenes, has 7 solo and 5 chorus vocals. Needs to be a strong, confident actor and singer.  Age 16 & 39. 
DICK LITTLEWORTH
Friends with Tom and Harry, Dick is probably ‘an only child’ of ‘an only parent’ – a ‘mother’s boy’, the product of an over-protective parent. He has a nice underplayed comedy role as he always seems to do what he is told and wear ‘hand me downs’!  Quiet and unassuming, the adult Dick, a librarian, has not changed and with few, if any friends, and certainly no partners, Dick is dedicated to caring for mum. Maybe he meets a soul mate in ex-pupil Laura? ( Good scenes in the Gym Act1 and the Park with Laura Act2) 
Dick appears in 11 scenes has 5 solo vocals and 8 chorus.  Age 16 & 39

LAURA SMITH
Laura, friends with Susan and Debbie is a female version of Dick.  A nice girl from a working class family but doesn’t have Susan’s confidence or Debbie’s academic ability. Laura loves furry animals particularly hamsters. In later life Laura is self employed running a pet shop and walking other people’s dog’s in the park. Could she be the one for Dick (they have a great scene in the park!)  Laura is in 10 scenes has 5 solo vocals and 9 chorus vocals.  Age 16 & 39.
MALCOLM SIMMONS
Malcolm is trouble, a bully and certainly not a young lad with many good traits. However, life’s path takes a different turn and he appears at the reunion as a fully fledged Catholic priest!   
Appears in 6 scenes with 8 chorus vocals. Age 16 & 39.

STEPH BARBER
Friendly with Debbie and Laura but mainly Susan’s friend, and somewhat in awe of her! Steph wants to be a hairdresser when she leaves school. Appears in 10 scenes and has 14 chorus vocals.  Age 16 & 39

BOB WATSON



Bob is always ‘in’ with the boys, and forever eating; maybe because his dad owns Fat Bob’s the local fish and chip shop?  Bob discovers in later life, the healthy alternatives!  A great opportunity for a character role with no dialogue lines to learn!!   Appears in 9 scenes and has 13 chorus vocals.  Age 16 & 39.

Grangebourne Secondary School Staff:
MR or MISS OGILLVY – the Head Teacher

Traditional ‘old school’ Head master/mistress.  Small but important opening address at school assembly. Appears in 5 scenes, has 1 solo and 5 chorus vocals.. . Age late thirties + 20 years.

MISS JOLLY – the Domestic Science teacher
A matronly spinster, Miss Jolly by name and nature, is a cookery teacher obsessed with romance and passionate about her subject. Probably never experienced it herself she is desperate to show the girls that the right way to a man’s heart is through his stomach! Appears flattered by Mr Powell’s sexist comments! 
Appears in 7 scenes has 3 solo and 5 chorus vocals. Age 35ish + 20 years
MR POWELL the P.E teacher

Always dressed in his overtight nylon tracksuit, thinks he is God’s gift to women, in particular Miss Jolly, who never fails to stroke his ego and tempt him with her tasty cakes thus the years are not kind to his waistline!  Appears in 7 scenes has 2 solo and 5 chorus vocals. Age 30’s + 20 years.
MR  GREY the School Careers Officer
A pompous condescending man who loves filling out forms and believes he is really good at fitting square pegs into round holes! But Mr Grey harbours a personal secret to be a dancer… Actor who can sing and move a bit! Good opportunity for character role, think Full Monty or La Cage Aux Faille without the make up!!   Appears in 6 scenes, has 4 solo and 5 chorus vocals.  Age 40 + 20 years.
MISS or MR DAVIES – Form Teacher for 5D

A friendly, hard working, if ever so slightly weary teacher, well loved by the pupils and teaches the class, that life experience is the best lesson of all.   Appears in Act 1 for 4 scenes, has 1 solo and 2 chorus vocals.  Age mid forties

GEOFFREY DRAIN the School Caretaker.
Stereotypical caretaker, hates kids but loves playing musical instruments at inappropriate times. Has minor comedy appearances. Appears in 6 scenes has 2 solo and 4 chorus vocals. Ageless – was born old!! 
Ensemble & other characters:
JOHN GREEN - John is the older brother of Tom. 
A hero in everyone’s eyes, on joining the Marines. The pride and joy of his family and the school giving younger brother Tom a lot to live up to but John cannot stand by the consequences of his thoughtless actions and allows his brother to take the rap. Later, but too late John repents and puts into words things he should have said in1976.  Acting and singing ability. Appears in 2 scenes with 1 solo musical number.(Strong trio song ‘Letters Home’ with Tom and Debbie)  Age 18 & 21

MARGARET JAMES – Debbie’s mother
A stereotypical housewife of the time, her life is her family, she knows her place in the home and that what her husband says is never questioned.  Appears in 3 scenes and needs to age across 20 years.

KENNETH JAMES – Debbie’s father
A social climber, lower middle class but aspires beyond this. Head of the family and knows it, his wife and daughter have their place in his home. Old fashioned view on parenting.  Appears in 2 scenes. Non singing. (but possible ensemble Act 2)
TONY THE DJ  Appears end of Act 1 and end of Act 2.   Age 16 & 39
GYM INSTRUCTOR  Extremely flexible and energetic female aerobic type.  Appears in 1 scene in Act 2 with 1 chorus vocal.

PRIEST  Appears in Act 2 only – officiates at the funeral. Has 1 solo and 1 chorus vocal.

OTHER WOMAN – Debbie’s husband’s mistress.  Appears in 1 scene in Act 2
WAITER/ESS  Appears in 1 scene in Act 2
POLICE OFFICER x 2  Appears end of Act 1 
TAP DANCING NUNS – Female ensemble Act 1
